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Study in Tension: Elena Brovelli with SAG’80 at Milano Design Week 2026
From April 20 to 30, 2026, Milan once again transforms into the global capital of design, with a widespread system of installations, exhibitions, and interventions that extend across the city, temporarily redefining its urban space.
Within this context, SAG’80 presents Study in Tension, a project developed with Elena Brovelli that introduces a reflection on space as an active field, through the use of tensioned surfaces.
More than defining a singular work, Study in Tension operates as a methodology: a practice that observes and activates space, intervening in its perceptual conditions. Within SAG’80’s design language, Brovelli’s Portals act as active threshoLDS; not elements to be inserted, but presences capable of intercepting space and altering its behavior.
The textile surface, marked by folds and tension, does not construct an image but generates a field of presence. The Portal does not add itself to the environment: it intervenes. It absorbs light, reorganizes its diffusion, alters the perception of depth and rhythm, establishing a direct relationship with its surroundings.
The project unfolds across the spaces of SAG’80 and those of Maxalto and Arclinea through a controlled chromatic construction, in which material research becomes an integral part of the design system.
Within SAG’80, seven electric blue units define a continuous monochromatic field, where repetition removes hierarchy and the tensioned surface modulates light.
In the spaces of Maxalto | Arclinea, two dark blue units and two in petrol tones introduce a greater material density, modifying light absorption and diffusion.
The grammar remains unchanged.
The response of the material shifts.
A single system, articulated through different conditions.
Elena Brovelli
Elena Brovelli is an Italian artist working at the intersection of art and design, whose practice is distinguished by the introduction of tensioned textile surfaces as spatial elements.
Her interventions, defined as Portals, operate as perceptual thresholds that establish a direct relationship with architecture, moving beyond the distinction between artwork and environment.
Following a trajectory across cultural institutions and international contexts, her research has progressively shifted from representation toward the transformation of matter, through a manual process that combines gesture, tension, and formal control.
Her work has recently been integrated into design contexts and collaborations with brands in the design and luxury sectors, including Porsche and SAG’80, marking a gradual entry into the contemporary design landscape.
Within this balance between gesture and control, her interventions introduce a new mode of relationship between surface and space.

